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Abstract

In this study, certain fundamental issues regarding the rapid and sustainable development of
the nation are examined. Having glossed over the unacceptable underdeveloped state of the nation
since independence, the very crucial factors for development, such as literacy, peace and good
governance are discussed. Literacy, the ability to read, write, a continuum of learning elc enables
the individual to develop his knowledge and potential for positive use. Peace, the absence of crisis,
is the fertile ground for growth, while good governance harnesses both for the desired rapid growth
of the nation. Though these crucial factors have not been fully developed, useful suggestions are
made which are capable of navigating the nation on the fast lane of sustainable social, political and
economic development in the near future.

Introduction

Every patriotic Nigerian would feel some impulse whenever it is 1st October, every year, when
activities are usually lined up for the celebration of her independence. It is common knowledge that the
attainment of sovereignty under any colonial master, especially, the British, was a hard nut to crack as the
master had both economic and political underpinnings for a prolonged stay in such an occupied territory.

of his own parents and attempt to attain lifehood at the risk of any considerations. Such was the case of
Nigeria when after a prolonged fight, Nigeria shook off the shackles of imperialism and gained her
independence for the actualization of her national being.

As was expected naturally, this dream of nationhood was heralded with pomps and pageantry at
the outset, and till present, marked every year. One of the recurrent features of our Independence Day
celebration is the polemic as to whether the “Day™ is worth celebrating or not. It is believed that what calls

since independence and this is largely attributable to certain man-made factors. This paper believes that
mass literacy, peace and good governance would close the gulf which has been left opened since 52years
ago.

Literacy
As has been mentioned above, one of the paths that must be threaded if Nigeria should be on the

is the ability to read and write. It refers to the ability to read for knowledge, write coherently, and think
critically about the written word. Literacy subsumes knowledge of all the symbol system relevant to a
particular community, encompasses a complex set of abilities to understand and use the dominant symbol
systems of a culture for personal and community development. In the present technological world, it is
expanded to include the media and electronic text, in addition to alphabetic and number systems.

For instance, in Scotland, literacy has been defined as “The ability to read, write and use numeracy, to
handle information, to express ideas and opinions, to make decisions and solve problems, as family members,
workers, citizens and lifelong learners'. In the 1990’s, when the internet came into wide use in the US,
some have enlarged the definition of literacy to include the ability to use tools such as web browsers, word
processing programs, and text messages.
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