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Abstract

In this study, certain fundamental issues regarding the rapid and sustainable development of
:?:e nation are examined. Having glossed over the unacceptable underdeveloped state ofthe nation

since independence, the very crucial factors for development, such as literacy, peace and good
governance are discussed Literacy, the ability to read, write, a continuum oflearning etc enables

the individual to develop his knowledge andpotentialforpositive use. Peace, the absence ofcrisis,
is thefertile groundfor growth, while goodgovernance harnesses bothfor the desired rapidgrowth
of the nation. Though these crucial factors have not been fully developed, useful suggestions are

made which are capable ofnavigating the nation on thefast lane ofsustainable social, political and

economic development in the near future.

Introduction

Every patriotic Nigerian would feel some impulse whenever it is Ist October, every year, when

activities are usually lined up for the celebration ofher independence. It is common knowledge that the

attainment ofsovereignty under any colonial master, especially, the British, was a hard nut to crack as the

master had both economic and political underpinnings for a prolonged stay in such an occupied territory.

ofhis own parents and attempt to attain lifehood at the risk ofany considerations. Such was the case of

Nigeria when after a prolonged fight, Nigeria shook off the shackles of imperialism and gained her

independence for the actualization ofher national being.
As was expected naturally, this dream ofnationhood was heralded with pomps and pageantry at

the outset, and till present, marked every year. One of the recurrent features ofour Independence Day
celebration is the polemic as to whether the "Day" is worth celebrating or not. It is believed thatwhat calls

since independence and this is largely attributable to certain man-made factors. This paper believes that

mass literacy, peace and good governance would close the gulfwhich has been lefi opened since 52years
ago.

Literacy
As has been mentioned above, one of the paths that must be threaded ifNigeria should be on the

is the ability to read and write. It refers to the ability to read for knowledge, write coherently, and think

critically about the written word. Literacy subsumes knowledge ofall the symbol system relevant to a

particular community, encompasses a complex set ofabilities to understand and use the dominant symbol
systems ofa culture for personal and community development. In the present technological world, it is

expanded to include the media and electronic text, in addition to alphabetic and number systems.

For instance, in Scotland, literacy has been defined as “The ability to read, write and use numeracy, to

handle information, to express ideas and opinions, to make decisions and solve problems, as family members,
workers, citizens and lifelong learners‘”. In the 1990’s, when the internet came into wide use in the US,
some have enlarged the definition of literacy to include the ability to use tools such as web browsers, word

processing programs, and text messages.
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In all of these however, the primary sense of literacy becomes relevant, the lifelong, intellectual
process ofgaining meaning from critical interpretation ofthe written and printed text. It involves readingdevelopment, a progression ofskills that commences with the ability to understand spoken words anddecode written words, and culminates in the deep understanding to text. Reading, which is key to literacyis developmental at all levels oflinguistic analysis. This involves a range ofcomplex language underpinningssuch as intuition in speech sounds (phonology), spelling patterns (orthography), word meaning (semantics),grammar (syntax) andpatterns ofword formation (morphology), all ofwhichprovide a necessary platformfor reading fluency and comprehension. Anyone that has acquired these skills is considered to have attainedlanguage literacy which will enable him to approach printed materials with critical analysis, inferential andsynthesis. He can write accurately and coherently, and can use information and insights from textpositivelyin his daily life. Similarly, UNESCO defined literacy thus:

Ability to identi'fiz, understand, interpret, create, communicate and compute,
using printed and written materials associated with varying context .....

a continuum oflearning in enabling individuals to achieve their goals,
to develop their knowledge andpotential, and to participate fully in their
community and wider society (UNESCO, 3. 2004).

From the forgoing, it is deduceable that literacy is the foundation for learning and success throughoutlife. In the face ofan increasing technological changing world, we need to be able to read instructions,processes and engage with technology proficiently in order to interact with the world in which we live.Some ofthe benefits of literacy skills include: increased chances ofemployment, increases selfconfidence,increased community participation, increased socially acceptable behaviors, reduced financial cost to the
community, and increased health benefits. In fact being illiterate inthe modern World can be ratherhazardous.In view ofthe numerous benefits of literacy, nations all over the world have made concerted effort inensuring the literacy ofher citizenry. For instance, in the US, we have the READ/Orange Country, initiatedin l 992 by the Orange Country public library in California. The initiators ofthis program believe that anadult who learns to read impact notjust to himselfbut the whole community. He becomes an example tohis children and grand children, and can better serve his community. We also have the Boulders Reads!and the Hillsborough Literacy Council (HLC), all in Colorado and Florida respectively. The internationalRcadi gAssociation, USAand UK, the ReadingAssociation ofAfrica and RAN, Reading Association of

.;
‘

to introduce and encourage literacy to all and sunc'
'

i schools in. Lia: i’Joi‘ilien .. is. to capture the:

“vbot‘c'i nt

ghest literacy ate in the . ping world Vt rm mound85% ofits population being literate. While in Aigeria the literacy rate is around 70% and education is now
compulsory and free for children up to the age of l 7”. Going by this data, African nations as well aredevoting a good chunk oftheir annual spending to education, Nigeria inclusive.

In Nigeria, series ofefforts have been made to enhance the development ofeducation since afterindependence. The National Policy on Education of l 977 are revised in l 98 l and the introduction ofthe6-3 -3-4 system ofeducation are all geared towards the eradication of illiteracy, and making the Nigerianchild acquire functional skills for himselfand for the benefits ofthe wider society. But the question that is
always in the lips ofevery Nigerian is that, ifthe desirable efforts have been made in this sector sinceindependence, why has illiteracy still pervaded the nation to this abysmal level? The answer is also simple;

Reading Association ofNigeria -

302



L-reracy and Reading in Nigeria Volume 14, No. 1 2013

the and there is hope that even at the present moment, significant and novel steps are being taken by
Resident Jonathan’s administration to achieve that.

Peace

tease:

1. “Peace is always beautiful” — Walt Whiteman
“Ifyou yourselfare at peace, then there is at least some peace in the world” — Thomas Merton.
“What can we do to promote world peace? Go home and love your family” — Mother Theresa.
“We look forward to the time when the power oflove will replace the love ofpower. Then will our

world know the blessings ofpeace” - William Gladstone.

5. “Ifwe are peaceful, ifwe are happy, we can simply flourish and blossom like a flower, and everyone
in our family, our entire society, will benefit fiom our peace”- Thich Nhat Hanh‘.

:L.\JJIJ

wars (conflict, warfare, combat, fighting, action, bloodshed, struggle, campaign, hostilities, jihad, crusade,
etc), but where every person enjoys the basic human rights ofsecurity, prosperity, a good and free education,
plentiful food, accessible health care, clean water and a clean planet free from catastrophic global climate

change and environmental pollution. It is easily discemable from the forgoing that peace is a prerequisite
for the overall development ofany nation. Some ofthe great men that have averred peace notable across

the World include Gandhi. John Lennon, Martin Luther King Jr, John Kennedy and Desmond Tutu.
In Nigeria, peace is almost absent since her independence from the colonial masters. The first of

it was the civil war ofunity between 1 968-71. where the existing infrastructure was destroyed and we

went into a period ofrehabilitation and reconstruction. S ince after that, the foundation ofher nationhood
has been shaky but managed just by the power ofGod. Recent events again show cases ofdisgruntled
groups Virtually from all ethnic groups ofthe country complaining ofmarginalization within the comity of

regions. All these incidences, whether right or wrong, patiently inhibit the rapid development ofthe nation
because they negate peace which fast—track development. Peace is the alter ofGod the condition in which
happiness exist (Pararnahansa, Y.). IfNigeria needs happiness, it therefore needs peace right fromhome to
the larger nation.

Good Governance

Good governance is the key to rapid and sustainable development ofany nation all over the world.
Good governance is the culmination ofthe wishes ofthe masses who appointed/elected a group ofpeople
to champion the course of leadership ofa particular area for a particular period. Having mandated a

people to lead them, the people in turn are rewarded to enjoy qualitative leadership which can be termed
“Good Governance”. One may equally opine, that it is the combination ofgood govemanoe and democracy
that enhance sustainable development. Good governance among others encompasses the fostering of

and youths available to them ingovernance, provision ofopportunity forall and sundry for selfdevelopment,
development ofall sections, commerce, sports, health care and all other social amenities and infiastructures,
as well as peace and security, all which are needed for rapid and sustainable development.

Going by the elicitations above regarding some ofthe features ofwhat good governance is, can we

say that Nigeria is lucky enough to have some? The answer obviously may not be yes. This is apparently
because ofthe level ofpoverty in the land, a situation where income per capita is very low, but where there
is celebrated abundance ofnatural and human resources, stinking corruption in both private and political

young and the aged, abysmal low literacy level that pervade virtually all the regions, unacceptable state of
infrastructural development, abuse ofhuman rights and poorjudicial system, all ofwhich have contributed
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to why it is speculated that Nigeria is heading for the status ofa “failed or failing state” (Agbedo 2008). No
doubt, there must be obvious factors that have contributed to this state ofthe Nation’s affairs. This studyis ofthe View that literacy, peace and good governance are necessary factors, in fact a panacea to rapidand sustainable development ofour great nation. The unit below therefore examines the relationshipslinking the trio in this dimension.

Literacy, Peace and Good Governance as Panacea for Development

understand, interpret, create, communicate, and compute using printed and written materials etc. That
literacy is a learning continuum which enables an individual to acquire fimctional skills for himselfand for
participation in a wider society. Here, literacy is an indispensable tool ofsociety, a tool that offers the

knowledge ofhis environment and therefore can function effectively. As an individual, literacy will increasehis chances ofemployment, increase selfemployment, increase his knowledge ofhealth care, increase in
him a socially accepted behavior etc. For the wider community, a literate individual is an asset. He will

the nation. Athis place ofwork, he contributes maximally to the goals ofhis establishment and consequentlyimproved and sustainable economy. He is morally sound, he abhors love ofpower but rather has the
power of love for individuals and the nation. Having known the evils ofcorruption, he clearly steers away

hope for himselfand the nation.
In Nigeria, part ofthe reasons for our underdevelopment is because ofthe huge level of illiteracy.Illiteracy has impacted us in the way ofhigh rate ofunemployment, increased health issues, poor education

outcomes, increased welfare independence, low selfesteem and increases anti social behaviors which are

with developments, nations spend huge sums ofmoney investing in education. It is in the same vein that
United Nations (UN) clearly spells out that member nations should spend 25% oftheir annual budget in
education. Similarly, Jama (2004:7) notes that “nations should invest fnst in education before others in theline ofdevelopment”. No nation can afford to neglect its educational system because it is the solid foundationfor sustainable and rapid development.

the one hand, and literacy and good governance on the other. A literate individual is naturally a peaceful
person because he knows the consequences ofwar. In Nigeria. the two main religions- Christianity and
Islam are all built on the genuine foundation ofpeace. Atrue Muslim or Christian reads his Koran or Bible
where peace is a pivot ofsociety, reads literatures ofother nations which are devastated by various wars,and watch the television screen and sees the ongoing events. for instance, in Syria, would prefer dialogue(peace) to war. Peace, no doubt has no altemative. It enhances rapid and sustainable economic and
political development ofa nation.

A soiid foundation ofgood governance can be built on a literate and peaceful environment. Literacywipes out ignorance from an individual. It also enables him to explore the best ofhis potentials for hisbenefit and the nation. He contributes therefore positively to both political and economic activities as well
as complimenting in the act ofgovernance. Good governance is a product ofamorally sound leadership,leadership that is literate is inherently peaceful in disposition. Good governance is God fearing, citizenrydriven. foresighted, non-ethnocentric, open to free flowofinformation

, all embarrassing and inclusive of
women and youths, purposeful and responsive, respect for human rights and civil law. These and other
features ofgood governance crystally are the panacea for meteoric development in Nigeria.
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Conclusion/Recommendation

We have, in the forgoing units examined the concepts of literacy, peace and good governance and

tempted to relate how these attributes can fast-tract and serve as panacea to the overall rapid and

s 'ztainable development in Nigeria. We said that literacy is light which opens to the individual and the

mien, the needed vast array ofopportunities that can be harnessed for personal and national development.
Peace, as a phenomenon is simply a prerequisite for happiness and sustainable development. And lastly,

:
0d governance is the enabling factorwhichprovides literacy and peace which are genuinely the foundation

11:" panacea for rapid development in the land.

:I. ”we light ofthe forgoing, the following recommendations are made:

1. The early years (0-5) are the crucial stages for literacy development. Language and emergent

literacy development are essential for future literacy success; literacy begins long before children

starts school. Literacy skills need to be supported from birth, and families, early childhood services

and the community all have a role to play in promoting literacy messages and ensuring access to

resources that promote literacy development.
' 2. Literacy education should be the responsibility ofall the tiers ofgovernment— Federal, State and

Local to ensure that access to functional education is tackled head-on.

3. Throughout the country, education should be made free and compulsory from the ages 0-17 at

least. There should also be a legislation backing it up to ensure that everyNigerian child accesses

education in life.

4. The UNESCO‘s recommendation of25% ofthe annual budget ofdeveloping nations to education

should actually be provided for education inNigeria. This will ensure adequate resources for the

all round development ofeducation for the envisaged 98% literacy rate for the country in the near

future.

5. As one Shenandoah proverb says “it is no longer good enough to cry peace, we must act peace,

live peace, and live in peace”.
6. The National OrientationAgency, the various governments, as well as the family should all serve as

agencies ofpeace across the country.
7. There should also be more workshops/ conferences on peace at the various levels in the country

to enhance the passion for the need for peace.

8. For the institutionalization ofgood governance inthe country, there should be relevant legislation to

combat corruption which is the bane ofdevelopment since independence. It means therefore that

the ICPC, EFCC and the Judiciary should be strengthened to be alive to their responsibilities.
9. Democratic institutions should be strengthened because it is democracy, and good governance,

combined, that have been acclaimed as the prerequisites for sustainable development.
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